
  Outright Spread to ULSD Spread to ULSD 

  $/mt $/mt pence/litre 

  UCOME 1031 483.25 32.60 

  FAME 0 908 360.25 26.67 

  RME 1038 490.25 36.29 

  ULSD 547.75     

 p/certificate change 

  RTFC Year 9 22.5 0 

  RTFC Year 10 21.75 +0.25 

Methodology 

Market Overview 

Year 10 RTFC prices moved modestly upwards Friday, 
to be assessed at 21.75p per litre, as firmer bids pro-
vided evidence of support. Year 9 values were un-
changed at 22.5p as steady selling interest capped any 
upward momentum. Bids for Year 10 moved up from 
the 21p level to be heard at 21.5p per liter while 
offers held firm at 22p. For Year 9, a number of sellers 
continued to be heard in the market leaving little 
scope for values to firm.  

Anticipation of the upcoming hike in next year’s man-
date was the main factor continuing to provide the 
support for the Year 10 values, with the onset of a 
7.5% target providing stimulus for a market that cur-
rently, taking double counting into consideration, 
stands around 2.8% according to one source. “People 
are starting to buy Year 10… as it’s cheaper to buy 
RTFC’s given the differential,” the source said.  

UK data updates, provided by the Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, showed the 
three months to August 2017 had seen a 0.2% in-
crease in oil deliveries for inland consumption, while 
demand declined by a moderate 0.1%. Despite 
diesel’s recent press, demand rose 0.7%, while gaso-
line fell 1.1% and jet fuel fell 0.8%. 

Hello and welcome to Energy Census!  

It is our pleasure to introduce the second issue of our weekly, New 
Transportation Fuels [RE]fuel report, covering the UK biofuel and 
RTFC markets. Please feel free to forward the report to your con-
tacts and colleagues and encourage them to signup at 
www.census.energy 

Copyright © Census Commodity Data Limited 2017. All rights reserved.  www.census.energy 

Battle lines drawn as EU lawmakers differ on crop-based 
biofuels’ future 

Proposals to eradicate crop-based biofuels from the fuel mix are set 
for a political showdown, as the three main entities overseeing the 
Europe Union’s legislative decisions hold significantly differing 
views.  
  
This week, an influential panel of lawmakers voted to phase out 
crop-based biofuels over the next 13 years and to ban biofuels and 
bioliquids sourced from palm oil by 2021. 
  
The EU Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety (ENVI), whose vote is not binding, passed an amend-
ment that would scale down crop-based biofuels in transportation 
from 7% in 2021 to 0% by 2030. 
  
It also passed an amendment to scale up the overall share of re-
newable energy in the EU mix to 35% by 2030 while setting manda-
tory national targets. The EU currently has a collective target. 
  
The amendments came in response to the EU Commission’s pro-
posal to amend the Renewable Energy directive to reduce the de-
pendency on crop-based biofuels to 3.8% over the same timeframe 
and set an aggregate renewable energy target of 27%. 
 
“We have to prevent food and feed crop biofuels from displacing 
food production and having a negative climate impact, that may 
even exceed fossil fuel emissions,” said lead MEP Bas Eickhout, who 
was steering the legislation through committee stage. 

[RE]fuel Report 
30 Oct 2017 

Census Price Assessments 

4pm London, 27 Oct 2017 

 FX USD/GBP 0.7624 

 UK deliveries of petroleum products Jun-Aug 2016 vs 2017 

 Total Petrol Jet fuel Heating oil Diesel 

June' 16 5,605 1,058 1,055 148 2,104 

July' 16 5,538 991 1,148 124 2,059 

August' 16 5,519 1,000 1,124 130 2,064 

total 16,662 3,049 3,327 402 6,227 

June' 17 5,547 1,019 1,058 139 2,101 

July' 17 5,636r 986r 1,156r 142 2,104r 

August' 17 
p 

5,514 1,010 1,087 121 2,065 

total 16,696 3,014 3,302 401 6,269 

change % +0.2  -1.1  -0.8  -0.2  +0.7  

        Source: UK Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy    

            p Provisional data      r Revised data    

 
In order for the amendment to become law, it must 
be passed by the full plenary and gain the consent of 
energy ministers in the European Council. 
 
However, a spokesperson for the Council told Census 
earlier that any discussion of cuts to the current 7% 
cap on biofuels, or the banning of palm oil, were “off 
the table” at this stage.  

   

http://www.census.energy/methodology
http://www.census.energy
http://www.census.energy


News in brief 
Argentinian exports of SME and Indonesian ex-
ports of PME to the US could be looking for anoth-
er home soon after the US Commerce Department 
set preliminary import duties of up to 70% on Ar-
gentine biodiesel and 50% on Indonesian product. 
The value of US imports of biodiesel from Argenti-
na and Indonesia were estimated at $1.2 billion 
and $268 million. The move follows a reduction in 
import duty on Argentine product entering the EU. 

UK car makers reported a 14.2% slump in produc-
tion for the domestic market, according to the 
SMMT, with diesel cars hardest hit. While Brexit 
was cited as a concern, uncertainty over govern-
ment air quality initiatives is dissuading diesel buy-
ers. 

The EU’s non-crop based biofuels push seems at 
odds with the UN’s climate change agency, which 
tied up a deal with crop-based biofuel producer 
Ethanol Europe Renewables Ltd on October 19.  

Malaysia’s plantation minister lobbied France’s 
ambassador to end the EU’s palm penalties during 
a ministry visit. Malaysia wants adoption for its 
Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) certification scheme. 

London has augmented its existing congestion 
zone with a new charge targeting more polluting 
vehicles as it ramps up its war on older vehicles. 
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The Council instead is expected to focus on getting agreement on 
lifting the burden of enhanced reporting, how to protect existing in-
vestment in crop-based biofuel production capacity and how to ex-
tend that to second and third-generation biofuels, the spokesperson 
said. 
 
While the Parliament bill phases out crop-based biofuels, it allows 
those that can meet a minimum 65% cut in life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions versus fossil fuels after the impact of indirect land use 
change has been taken into account. 
  
Next stop for the bill will be a plenary vote in the full parliament in 
December. If the Parliament agrees with the committee then it will 
have to broker a compromise with the EU Commission which favours 
a 3.8% cap and the EU Council.  
 
Industry response 
 
The European ethanol association ePURE said the Parliament’s vote 
to eradicate crop-based, which was tight at 32 votes in favour, 29 
against and four abstentions, took a “bad proposal from the Europe-
an Commission and makes it even worse”. 

  
“On the one hand, they have adopted a lofty ambition to decrease 
the carbon intensity of transport fuels; on the other hand, they are 
banning European crop-based biofuels a few years after promoting 
them,” Emmanuel Desplechin, secretary general of ePURE, said. 
  
Germany’s Union for the Promotion of Oil and Protein Plants (UFOP) 
slammed the proposed eradication of crop-based biofuels, and high-
lighted the impact that a proposal to introduce indirect land use 
change factors into the calculation of greenhouse gas balances from 
2021 could have for the oilseed rape crop.  
 
UFOP concludes that the step would effectively end the production of 
biodiesel from rapeseed oil.  
 
RME, biodiesel produced from rapeseed oil, is an essential compo-
nent in producing the main European biodiesel specifications FAME 0 
and FAME -10 and provides superior cold properties versus most oth-
er biodiesel sources.  
 
Palm to pass, crops to fail 
 
Observers expect the proposal to phase out crop-based biofuels to 
fail in the negotiations. 
 
“This is pretty strongly at odds with what the Council wants so I don’t 
know what the end result will be,” one Brussels-based observer told 
Energy Census. 
  
Other observers expect the palm oil restrictions to be passed by the 
EU Parliament, but the overall increase in renewable energy to fail 
alongside the ban on crop-based biofuels. 

  
 

[RE]fuel Report 

Energy Census is a Price Reporting Agency (PRA), 
publishing price assessments and trade intelligence 
for the UK and global energy and agriculture mar-
kets. 

We welcome your feedback on this report 

Andy Allan  
Tim Worledge 

Census Commodity Data 
6 Hays Lane  

London SE1 2HB 
+44 (0)20 3300 1643 

 

“The plenary is a completely different story to the 
environment committee, but on the palm oil they 
should make it. The Parliament is united on this,” 
he said. 
  
Even if there was a complete phase-out of biofuels 
and the UK abided by EU energy and climate policy 
in the post-Brexit era, the phase out of crop-based 
biofuels would not impact the UK until 2028. 

UN delivers blow to HVO producers as airline 
biofuel targets scrapped 

Is UN’s decision to tear up aviation biofuel man-
date plans a blow to HVO producers? Read more 
at www.census.energy 

mailto:andy.allan@censuscommodities.com
mailto:tim.worledge@censuscommodities.com
https://www.census.energy/single-post/2017/10/24/UN-delivers-blow-to-HVO-producers-as-airline-biofuel-targets-scrapped

